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Book Review
Task 1: Analysis of the Readings
	This paper focuses on Jean-François Lyotard’s “The Postmodern Condition: A Report of Knowledge” and Jean Baudrillard’s “Simulations and Simuclara.” The present study provides more insight into the two authors’ view of postmodernism in philosophy. In “The Postmodern Condition: A Report of Knowledge,” Lyotard (1984) explains the features of the new economy after the society sensibly relinquished the initial meaning and implication of modernism offered in the past. In “Simulations and Simuclara,” Baudrillard (1994) examines the relationship between reality, symbols, and society. In his claim about a cultural shift in postmodernity, Baudrillard argues that the current society has abandoned all the elements of reality and meaning and replaced it with signs and symbols. 
	The two readings relate to the general theme of the course as they describe the postmodern culture and explain the role of World War II, the Cold War, and the Vietnam War in the use of academics and intellect. Further, I noted that Baudrillard's theories serve to deconstruct the truth and address how reality is constructed (Baudrillard, 1994). One of the things that caught my attention is the thought-provoking definition of hyper-reality and the sense that people have created "simulacra," a simulation, to replace reality. For example, a celebrity lives in a hyper-real world, as others care for their lives and affairs. Lyotard (1984) supports this using his "grand narrative" concept, where he asserts that one needs to deconstruct the truth to understand the dominant ideas in society better. 
Task 2: Quotes
Jean-François Lyotard’s “The Postmodern Condition: A Report of Knowledge”
1. “Simplifying to the extreme, I define postmodern as incredulity toward metanarratives.”
1. “In the discourse of today's financial backers of research, the only credible goal is power. Scientists, technicians, and instruments are purchased not to find truth, but to augment power.”
1. “Knowledge [savoir] in general cannot be reduced to science, nor even to learning [connaissance]. Learning is the set of statements which, to the exclusion of all other statements, denote or describe objects and may be declared true or false. Science is a subset of learning.” 
1. “Let us wage war on totality; let us be witnesses to the unpresentable, let us activate the different and save the honor of the name.”
Jean Baudrillard’s “Simulations and Simuclara.”
1. “We live in a world where there is more and more information, and less and less meaning.”
1. “This is what terrorism is occupied with as well: making real, palpable violence surface in opposition to the invisible violence of security.”
1. “The neighborhood is nothing but a protective zone- remodeling, disinfection, a snobbish and hygenic design- but above all in a figurative sense: it is a machine for making emptiness.”
1. “The media represents world that is more real than reality that we can experience. People lose the ability to distinguish between reality and fantasy. They also begin to engage with the fantasy without realizing what it really is. They seek happiness and fulfilment through the simulacra of reality, e.g. media and avoid the contact/interaction with the real world.”
Task 3: Questions
1. What is the standard definition of “knowledge” in a postmodern society equipped with contemporary media, unrestricted access to information, and technology?
1. How can we legitimate scientific knowledge?
1. What do postmodernists say about the sense that people see progress as a form of a trap of themselves? What role does modern condition play in this phenomenon?
1. Who regulates the transmission of information and knowledge in the postmodern world?
1. What is "The Precession of Simulacra." 





References
Baudrillard, J. (1994). Simulacra and Simulation. University of Michigan press.
Lyotard, J. F. (1984). The Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge (Vol. 10). U of 
Minnesota Press.



 


1


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Book Review


 


 


Name


 


University:


 


Course Name


 


Professor:


 


Date


:


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 




  1                   Book Review     Name   University:   Course Name   Professor:   Date :                  

